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A Simple Justice contains a valuable reminder of the small school's potential to transform lives.
While much of the book is an argument for school reform at the secondary level, the first chapter
devotes time to teaching as an ethical activity: "This task involves, as well, an ethical stance, an
implied moral contract. The good teacher communicates a deep regard for students' lives, a regard
infused with unblinking attention, respect, even awe. An engaged teacher begins with a belief that
each student is unique, each the one and only who will ever trod the earth, each worthy of a certain
reverance" (2).

Other chapters include discussions on the crisis of relationships, John Dewey's philosophy as a
basis for small schools, racial and economic inequities, and social justice.
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